
The Stoney Gates, known as the Stone Posts, were built as part of the Agricultural Society of South Carolina in 1922. 

Read about the earliest inhabitants feasting on 

oysters. Visit the fort that fired the first shots of 

the Civil War and the battlefields that resulted 

from the conflict.  Learn about the island’s classic 

midcentury architecture. Historic Sites of James 

Island presents an overview of 31 sites that will 

introduce you to the deep history of the land.

Explore historic 
james island
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The first shot of the Civil war was 
fired on fort sumter on April 12, 1861 
by confederate forces stationed at 
fort johnson.
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the young country
From 1720 until 1865, the majority of James 
Island’s residents were enslaved Africans. Early 
in the Colonial Era, they raised livestock, cut 
timber, fished, and grew vegetables. In the 
1750s indigo was grown as a cash crop. After 
the American Revolution, indigo was replaced 
by Sea Island cotton. In 1860, 1,533 enslaved 
people toiled on the island’s 21 plantations. 
Some of the largest plantations were Seabrook, 
Hinson, Dill, Rivers, Grimball, Legare, Clark, 
and Lawton. There were 193 white residents 
on James Island. 

[ 1720 - 1865 ]
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