Town of James Island
Minutes of the Tree Advisory Council
September 9, 2025, 5 p.m.

Present: Chair Robin Hardin, Lynda Glover, Susan Milliken, Jenny Welch, Paul Cantrell,
David Tomblin, Valerie Henshaw, Vice Chair Julie Hallman, Natalie Rumph, Council Liaison
- Mayor Brook Lyon. Absent: Bridget Lussier

Welcome: Chair Hardin called the meeting to order. Members exchanged introductions. New
members attending — Lynda Glover and Susan Milliken. Susan Milliken has agreed to keep
the meeting minutes.

Members’ folders—Town Clerk Frances Simmons prepared folders for all members with
pertinent information for Tree Advisory Council. Folders were distributed to members.

April 2025 and June 2025 Meeting Minutes—David Tomblin made a motion to approve the
April 2025 meeting minutes, Jenny Welch seconded, members unanimously approved.
Mayor Brook Lyon made a motion to approve the June 2025 meeting minutes, Robin Hardin
seconded, members unanimously approved.

2025-26 Tree Advisory Council Calendar of Meetings and Events—Chair Hardin distributed
the calendar for 2025-2026 to members. Discussion of calendar events. November 7, 2025
— Tree Giveaway — Town Market. 3-gallon trees will be provided by the Charleston Parks
Conservancy and will be distributed at the November Town Market. TAC will host a tent and
table with members assisting. 100 trees will be provided by the Charleston Parks
Conservancy. TAC discussed creating a card to give out with tree with instructions for tree
planting and tree care (Natalie Rumph). Drive-Through Tree Giveaway in February 2026
(Saturday, February 7, 2026). This will be sponsored by both the TAC and the Charleston
Parks Conservancy. Hours of event TBD, but possibly until all trees are gone. (1) tree per
household.

SC Arbor Day Celebration — Friday, December 5, 2025 — Susan Milliken will work with Mayor
Lyon and Chair Hardin to plan a tree planting at Pinckney Park with the Riverland Terrace
Garden Club. Possible time: 11 a.m. (Town’s Holiday Market is scheduled for that evening).
Mayor Lyon agreed that either town staff or an appropriate company can do the work in
planting the tree, and the celebration will be ceremonial in nature. Susan Milliken will contact
the rep with the Riverland Terrace Garden Club to discuss the tree species and location for
tree at Pinckney Park and bring that information back to the TAC.

Spring 2026 - Educational Tree Planting with an Island School — Possibly in April — Julie
Hallman will head this up and contact schools.

Tree Canopy Awards and Tree Steward Awards — New signage was discussed. Natalie
Rumph will design new signage for wire yard signs and consult TAC members for design
approval. Mayor Lyon will look into sign printing costs and a timeline to print. Natalie Rumph
will also work on a new certificate design. Motion made by Julie Hallman and seconded by
Valerie Henshaw for Mayor Lyon and Natalie Rumph to work on new design/printing of tree
award yard sign and certificates. Motion made by Chair Hardin, seconded by Julie Hallman
for new yard sign design to be decided via email by TAC members.




Chair Hardin brought to the group the idea for small, permanent signage to be placed on the
actual tree in addition to the larger signage to bring attention to the awardees. 4 x 4 metal
signs similar to national and state park trail markers were discussed, to be affixed to award-
winning trees. Chair Hardin showed the TAC a metal sign example. The group agreed that
this is a good idea. Motion made by Susan Milliken and seconded by Jenny Welch for Chair
Hardin and David Tomblin to work together to create a small metal marker design and to
bring back to the TAC the details including actual design, cost, etc.

Julie Hallman has been compiling a list of past TOJI/TAC Tree awardees and will continue to
keep records of the tree awards moving forward; along with a list of tree species that we
would like to look for fine examples of to recognize in the future. The awards are Tree Canopy
Awards and Tree Steward Awards.

TAC Budget Update—Remaining funds of $1,000 from 2024-2025 budget year were spent
on the supplies needed for the Tree Advisory Council tent and tables for Town Market Tree
Giveaways. TAC has a $5K annual budget for 2025-2026.

Upcoming Tree Awards — (1) 923 Stiles Drive: Dates were discussed for a Tree Canopy of
Distinction Award to be presented to John Winfield, 923 Stiles Drive, Grand Live Oak,
possibly on Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025, 5 p.m. Chair Hardin will check date with the Winfields
and keep TAC members posted via email.

(2) Fort Lamar Area Awards: A Tree Steward Award will posthumously recognize Mr. George
Altine, (WWII veteran) who planted many live oaks along Fort Lamar Road, in addition to a
Tree Canopy of Distinction Award going to Ms. Lourdes Andino at 1422 Fort Lamar Road.
Possible date for presentation: Saturday October 25, time to be determined, possibly 11 a.m.
All dates and times will be finalized via email to TAC members. Mayor Lyon and Natalie
Rumph will work on getting the yard signs finalized with TAC member approval for these
presentations in October.

**These recipients will be given the small metal markers at a later date, along with past tree
award recipients. David Tomblin made the motion to move forward with the October tree
awards discussed, seconded by Susan Milliken; unanimously approved.

Future Tree Awards — TAC members will let Julie Hallman know if they see any other trees
which qualify for tree awards. Other tree species are needed to be recognized, especially
magnolia. Chair Hardin urged TAC members to look for a special magnolia on the island
when/if magnolias are in bloom.

Status of Rights of Way Tree Preservation—TAC members agreed to move this discussion
to the meeting in October.

For the Good of the Order---Paul Cantrell brought to the TAC’s attention a dead tree on East
and West Road which is dangerous and needs to be removed. Mayor Lyon is working on
getting SCDOT’s assistance to remove dead/dangerous trees from public right of ways in the
Town. These are trees on state roadways governed by SCDOT. There are dead/dying trees
of concern on Dills Bluff Road and also on Fort Johnson Road. Mayor Lyon will contact
SCDOT again.

The next TAC meeting will be Tuesday, October 14, 2025, 5 p.m. Town Hall Conference
Room

Adjourn



